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Debate Kit: Pandemic Prevention
Were all groups treated fairly during the pandemic?

A structured practice debate on a controversial topic.The different ‘rounds’ of the debate help students think
through the issues and reconsider their opinions.The structure also shows them how to build a discussion

and back up their opinions with facts. 7 ~\
You can use all eight characters, Characters |
or fewer, as you wish. « Dave Saunders — Secondary Teacher | - Nabila Goswami — PPE supplier
The minimum is the four * Leigh Jackson — Politician » Sadik El Safi — 16 year old
essential characters (in bold). * Andor Vajda - Social Worker * Chloe Mornington — Nursery teacher
e Catriona Glas - GP * Gemma James — Mother of 13 year old
Facilitation tips
* Ensure pupils know there is no right or wrong answer. Designed for KS4 but can
* Be observant of ones who want to speak and are not getting a chance. be used with ages II-18.

* Encourage students to give a reason for their opinions.

For groups who may need extra support you can put the following prompt sentences upon the board:
“I think ......... were treated unfairly because ...”
“I'think ......... is the most important point to think about.”

The issues in this debate could be sensitive for many students because of the impact of the pandemic and the measures implemented
to control it. We have supplied additional notes for teachers to use alongside the kit to ensure the wellbeing of their students.

Learning Other learning outcomes: | Curriculum points covered:
objectives: - Consider social, ethical and Thinking scientifically
« To practise discussing factual issues in an integrated « Evaluating the implications of technological
and debating issues and | WaY applications of science
expressing an opinion * Think about different points of - Developing an argument
) view
 To improve key - . * Reflecting on modern developments in science
employability skills of * Learn to back up opinions with
listening and speaking facts Substantive ®

» Consider social, economic and technical issues around
public health and pandemic control.

“Particularly like the format plus the accuracy of the scientific information”




-

Nabila Goswami
PPE supplier

| distribute nitrile gloves to hospitals and

labs where people need them to stay protected.

| took this job during the pandemic because | really
wanted to help. The PPE shortages scared me, especially
because there are a lot of people from minoritised ethnicities
in high risk frontline health jobs, and they can catch COVID
more easily and worse than others. Bangladeshi people are
high on the list — which upsets me because my family are
Bangladeshi. These people need our gloves the most.

Fact: The UK government makes public health decisions
for England. Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland make
their own decisions, including when to buy PPE and how to
distribute it.

Issue: People from minoritised ethnicities are
disproportionately affected by COVID-19.

Question: Why do racial differences in COVID-19 severity
almost disappear when occupation,
socioeconomic status, age, sex,
and existing conditions are taken
into account?

(Andar Vajda
Social Worker

My caseload doubled with the pandemic.

| don’t think the effects were by age, but by income.
People on lower pay were more likely to do jobs that they
couldn’t do from home, and be exposed to COVID at work.
When schools closed, people had to give up their jobs —
most of them women. Without savings, unexpected changes
are very stressful. People were getting evicted. Stress also
aggravates domestic violence — and, unseen behind closed
doors, incidences ballooned.

Fact: 1 in 3 adults who said they couldn’t afford a large
unexpected expense had depressive symptoms in early
2021. That's three times higher than average.

Issue: There was a 7% recorded increase in domestic
violence due to the isolation of lockdown. Those without
economic freedom are more likely to be victims.

Question: Should the government
have made (or paid) landlords to let
® people stay in their homes if they
lost their income in the pandemic?

Leigh Jackson
Politician

| don’t think it’s helpful to point fingers

now. We made hard decisions in an

emergency. ltaly prioritised people most likely to survive
when they got to hospital and let them have the ventilators.

| think we were fairer — we tried for herd immunity and
keeping rates low with lockdowns. We also tried to protect
the economy and working people’s livelihoods. We knew it
would take at least a year to develop a vaccine and that the
healthcare system couldn’t cope if everyone caught it at once.

Fact: Even with restrictions and vaccines, by December
2021, over 10 million people in the UK had had COVID,
and 145,000 had died from: it.

Issue: Slowing down the spread “flattened the curve” to
stop the health service being overwhelmed and give
everyone who needed it access to a ventilator.

Question: Did slowing down the spread just lengthen the
pandemic restrictions impacting the Irma
economy, our mental health, and
exhausting medical staff?
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Gemma James
Mother of 13
year old

We had months of lockdowns and massive restrictions
to our lives, for a year and a half, until most of the
adults were vaccinated. Then all of a sudden, although
children hadn’t been offered vaccinations yet, it was,
“Freedom Day” and children were left high and dry. Infection
rates for school age children went through the roof. My 13
year old was really ill with COVID. It’s terrifying to watch your
child struggling to breathe. And what if he’d got long COVID?

Fact: The Pfizer vaccine was approved for use in 12-17 year
olds in May 2021 and Denmark, France and Spain started
vaccinating that age group immediately. The UK waited until
September, when schools had already reopened.

Issue: Children suffered lockdowns, etc., but adults didn’t
then wait until the children were safe before opening up.

Question: Did we miss some people
when we decided who was
vulnerable and who wasn’t?




Catriona Glas
GP

So many of my patients were vulnerable

or shielding — not just the over 80s.

Things that made people more at risk were heart disease,
kidney disease, pregnancy, diabetes, asthma, severe
obesity, neurological conditions such as multiple sclerosis,
or if their immune system wasn’t working. Some otherwise
healthy people have gene variants that made them get
very ill with COVID. And being biologically male is a risk
factor, even though we’re not sure why.

Fact: At the start of the pandemic, about 24% of the UK
population were at risk due to at least one underlying
health condition; that is 8% of school-aged children, 20% of
working-aged adults, and 66% of people aged 70 years or
more. That's 18.5 million people altogether.

Issue: It wasn't just one or two people at risk because of
pre-existing conditions It was over a quarter of the entire UK
population!

Question: Doesn’t humanity mean
that sometimes we make sacrifices
for the good of everyone?

(

Dave Saunders
Secondary Teacher

We have no idea of the long term
effects of this massive disruption to
education. Nobody’s done the experiment before.

You can’t really lock children in a cupboard for two
years to see what will happen! But we can see that the
attainment gap between the richest and poorest has
widened. Social mobility charity, the Sutton Trust, estimate
that lost learning could cost the most disadvantaged
students a year in lost earnings over their lifetime.

Fact: On standardised tests in Summer 2021, secondary
students on average had lost 1.8 months of learning
compared to previous years. Students from less wealthy
areas, though, averaged nearly 4 months learning loss.

Issue: Private schools had lots of live online lessons.
Many state school students had less access to devices,
data, and a private space to study.

() Question: How are we going to help Ima
children and young people catch up?
Especially the most disadvantaged.

Gadih El Safi

16 year old

| feel really angry on behalf of children
and young people. Studies show that in
the main, young people were complying with all the
restrictions. And yet the media and politicians still painted
us as irresponsible and selfish, even if they were not
complying with the rules themselves. We know now

that COVID is airborne, yet we were always sanitising our
hands and wiping surfaces. What was done by the
government to protect students? Making masks mandatory?
Improving ventilation in schools? Not enough.

Fact: In October 2020, Germany invested £452 million
in improving ventilation systems in public buildings,
including schools.

Issue: Many people chose not to wear a mask because they
thought they didn’t need it. But wearing a mask protects
others from the wearer, rather than the wearer from others.

Question: If young people could
vote, would the government have
pointed the finger at us?

o

Chloe Mornington
Nursery teacher
| think it has been SO HARD for
children and young people. Especially
the pre-school children | work with, who were too
young to understand. Kids go through stages and | worry
it's interrupted their development — they might struggle to
recover after being cut off from other kids at a sensitive
time. But it is hard working with little kids. They put
EVERYTHING in their mouths. | go home coated in saliva
every day, and in the pandemic that made me worry. We
didn’t get gloves. It was hard to know what was best to do.
Fact: Results for pre-school children haven’t been analysed
yet, but primary-aged children showed more learning loss,
whilst secondary-aged students suffered more from anxiety
because of lockdowns.
Issue: Young children could have been a vector for

() transmitting COVID to older and more vulnerable people.

o Question: Was it better to send

pre-school children to nursery or
keep them at home?
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